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Diocese of Allentown Course Standards Template Name of Course: United States History 

Which 21
st
 Century Skills are woven into this unit?              Critical Thinking/Problem Solving        Collaboration         Creativity/Innovation            Communications 

STANDARD 
List all of the 
standards for 
this course or 
for the unit 
within this 
course. 

Dimension 1: 
Developing Questions 
and Planning Inquires 

Dimension 2: 
Applying Disciplinary 
Tools and Concepts 

Dimension 3: 
Evaluating Sources and 

Using Evidence 

Dimension 4: 
Communicating 

Conclusions and Taking 
Informed Action 

 Constructing 
Compelling Questions 

 Construct Supporting 
Questions 

 Determine Helpful 
Sources 

 Civic and Political 
Institutions 

 Processes, Rules, 
and Laws 

 Geographic 
Representations 

 Human-Environment 
Interaction 

 Human Population: 
Spatial Patterns and 
Movement 

 Change, Continuity, 
and Context 

 Perspectives 

 Historical Sources 
and Evidence 

 Causation and 
Argumentation 

 Gathering and 
Evaluating Sources 

 Developing Claims 
and Using Evidence 

 Communicating 
Conclusions 

 Critiquing Conclusions 

 Taking Informed 
Action 

. 

Essential 
Questions 
What should I 
be able to 
answer? 
What guides 
my thinking? 

1. How does cultural diffusion occur over time and space? 
2. How do perspectives about the past differ, and to what extent do these differences inform contemporary ideas and actions? 
3. How do people interact with the environment and what are the consequences of those interactions? 
4. How do social, political, and cultural interactions support the development of identity? 
5. How do groups and institutions work to meet individual needs, promote the common good, and address persistent social 

issues? 
6. What are the proper scope and limits of power and authority? 
7. How do economic conditions (e.g. the level of employment, price stability, and distribution of income) impact political and 

economic systems? 
8. How have changes in science and technology impacted individuals, groups, societies, nations, and the environment past and 
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present in both positive and negative ways and are likely to in the future? 
9. What global connections have existed in the past, exist currently, and are likely in the future? 
10. What are the roles, responsibilities, and rights of an informed citizen? 

Assessme
nt 
What will I be 
expected to 
know, 
understand, 
and be able to 
do in order to 
demonstrate 
my learning? 

These are options available for teachers to use for student evaluations: 

Observations, Quizzes, Tests, Individual Projects, Group Projects, Essays, Demonstrations, Portfolios, Journals, Debates, 

Interviews, Performance Tasks, Document Based Questions, Checklists, Research Projects 

Skills 
What skills do 
I need to have 
in order to 
answer the 
essential 
questions? 

DIMENSION 1: DEVELOPING QUESTIONS AND PLANNING INQUIRIES 
 
Dimension 1: Constructing Compelling Questions 
D1.1.9-12. Explain how a question reflects an enduring issue in the field. 
D1.2.9-12. Explain points of agreement and disagreement experts have about interpretations and applications of disciplinary 
concepts and ideas associated with a compelling question. 
 
Dimension 1: Constructing Supporting Questions 
D1.3.9-12. Explain points of agreement and disagreement experts have about interpretations and applications of disciplinary 
concepts and ideas associated with a supporting question. 
D1.4.9-12. Explain how supporting questions con- tribute to an inquiry and how, through engaging source work, new compelling and 
supporting questions emerge. 
 
Dimension 1: Determining Helpful Sources 
D1.5.9-12. Determine the kinds of sources that will be helpful in answering compelling and supporting questions, taking into 
consideration multiple points of view represented in the sources, the types of sources available, and the potential uses of the 
sources. 
 
DIMENSION 2:  APPLYING INTERDISCIPLINARY CONCEPTS AND TOOLS 
 
Dimension 2, Civic and Political Institutions 
D2.Civ.1.9-12. Distinguish the powers and responsibilities of local, state, tribal, national, and international civic and political 
institutions. 
D2.Civ.2.9-12. Analyze the role of citizens in the U.S. political system, with attention to various theories of democracy, changes in 
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Americans’ participation over time, and alternative models from other countries, past and present. 
D2.Civ.5.9-12. Evaluate citizens’ and institutions’ effectiveness in addressing social and political problems at the local, state, tribal, 
national, and/or international level. 
 
 
Dimension 2, Process, Rules, and Laws 
D2.Civ.12.9-12. Analyze how people use and challenge local, state, national, and international laws to address a variety of public 
issues. 
D2.Civ.13.9-12. Evaluate public policies in terms of intended and unintended outcomes, and related consequences. 
 
Dimension 2, Geographic Representations 
D2.Geo.2.9-12. Use maps, satellite images, photographs, and other representations to explain relationships between the locations of 
places and regions and their political, cultural, and economic dynamics. 
D2.Geo.3.9-12. Use geographic data to analyze variations in the spatial patterns of cultural and environmental characteristics at 
multiple scales. 
 
Dimension 2, Human-Environment Interaction 
D2.Geo.4.9-12. Analyze relationships and interactions within and between human and physical systems to explain reciprocal 
influences that occur among them. 
D2.Geo.5.9-12. Evaluate how political and economic decisions throughout time have influenced cultural and environmental 
characteristics of various places and regions. 
D2.Geo.6.9-12. Evaluate the impact of human settlement activities on the environmental and cultural characteristics of specific 
places and regions. 
 
Dimension 2, Human Population: Spatial Patterns and Movements 
D2.Geo.7.9-12. Analyze the reciprocal nature of how historical events and the spatial diffusion of ideas, technologies, and cultural 
practices have influenced migration patterns and the distribution of human population. 
D2.Geo.8.9-12. Evaluate the impact of economic activities and political decisions on spatial patterns within and among urban, 
suburban, and rural regions. 
 
Dimension 2, Change, Continuity, and Context 
D2.His.1.9-12. Evaluate how historical events and developments were shaped by unique circumstances of time and place as well as 
broader historical contexts 
D2.His.2.9-12. Analyze change and continuity in historical eras. 
D2.His.3.9-12. Use questions generated about individuals and groups to assess how the significance of their actions changes over 
time and is shaped by the historical context. 
 
Dimension 2, Perspectives 
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D2.His.4.9-12. Analyze complex and interacting factors that influenced the perspectives of people during different historical eras. 
D2.His.5.9-12. Analyze how historical contexts shaped and continue to shape people’s perspectives. 
D2.His.6.9-12. Analyze the ways in which the perspectives of those writing history shaped the history that they produced. 
D2.His.7.9-12. Explain how the perspectives of people in the present shape interpretations of the past. 
D2.His.8.9-12. Analyze how current interpretations of the past are limited by the extent to which available historical sources 
represent perspectives of people at the time. 
Dimension 2, Historical Sources and Evidence 
D2.His.9.9-12. Analyze the relationship between historical sources and the secondary interpretations made from them 
D2.His.10.9-12. Detect possible limitations in various kinds of historical evidence and differing secondary interpretations. 
D2.His.11.9-12. Critique the usefulness of historical sources for a specific historical inquiry based on their maker, date, place of 
origin, intended audience, and purpose. 
D2.His.12.9-12. Use questions generated about multiple historical sources to pursue further inquiry and investigate additional 
sources. 
D2.His.13.9-12. Critique the appropriateness of the historical sources used in a secondary interpretation. 
 
Dimension 2, Causation and Argumentation 
D2.His.14.9-12. Analyze multiple and complex causes and effects of events in the past. 
D2.His.15.9-12. Distinguish between long-term causes and triggering events in developing a historical argument. 
D2.His.16.9-12. Integrate evidence from multiple relevant historical sources and interpretations into a reasoned argument about the 
past. 
 
DIMENSION 3: EVALUATING SOURCES & USING EVIDENCE 
 
Dimension 3, Gathering and Evaluating Sources 
D3.1.9-12. Gather relevant information from multiple sources representing a wide range of views while using the origin, authority, 
structure, context, and corroborative value of the sources to guide the selection. 
D3.2.9-12. Evaluate the credibility of a source by examining how experts value the source. 
Dimension 3, Developing Claims and Using Evidence 
 
Dimension 3, Developing Claims and Using Evidence 
D3.3.9-12. Identify evidence that draws information directly and substantively from multiple sources to detect inconsistencies in 
evidence in order to revise or strengthen claims. 
D3.4.9-12. Refine claims and counterclaims attending to precision, significance, and knowledge conveyed through the claim while 
pointing out the strengths and limitations of both. 
 
DIMENSION 4: COMMUNICATING CONCLUSIONS & TAKING INFORMED ACTION 
 
Dimension 4, Communicating Conclusions 
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D4.1.9-12. Construct arguments using precise and knowledgeable claims, with evidence from multiple sources, while acknowledging 
counterclaims and evidentiary weaknesses. 
D4.2.9-12. Construct explanations using sound reasoning, correct sequence (linear or non-linear), examples, and details with 
significant and pertinent information and data, while acknowledging the strengths and weaknesses of the explanation given its 
purpose (e.g., cause and effect, chronological, procedural, technical). 
D4.3.9-12. Present adaptations of arguments and explanations that feature evocative ideas and perspectives on issues and topics to 
reach a range of audiences and venues outside the classroom using print and oral technologies (e.g., posters, essays, letters, 
debates, speeches, reports, and maps) and digital technologies (e.g., Internet, social media, and digital documentary) 
 
Dimension 4, Critiquing Conclusions 
D4.4.9-12. Critique the use of claims and evidence in arguments for credibility. 
D4.5.9-12. Critique the use of the reasoning, sequencing, and supporting details of explanations. 
 
Dimension 4, Taking Informed Action 
D4.6.9-12. Use disciplinary and interdisciplinary lenses to understand the characteristics and causes of local, regional, and global 
problems; instances of such problems in multiple contexts; and challenges and opportunities faced by those trying to address these 
problems over time and place. 
D4.7.9-12. Assess options for individual and collective action to address local, regional, and global problems by engaging in self-
reflection, strategy identification, and complex causal reasoning 

Content 
What content 
do I need to 
know in order 
to answer the 
essential 
questions? 

Themes 
 

1. Identity (ID) 

2. Work, Exchange, Technology (WXT) 

3. Peopling (PEO) 

4. Politics and Power (POL) 

5. America in the World (WOR) 

6. Environment and geography-physical and human (ENV) 

7. Ideas, Beliefs, Culture (CUL) 
 

Content Outline 
 
 

I. Reconstruction (1865-1877                                 ( Themes 2, 3, and 4) 

 

Reconstruction resulted in political reunion and expanded constitutional rights. However, those rights were undermined, and 

issues of inequality continued for African Americans, women.  
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A. Presidential vs Radical Reconstruction 

1. Civil War amendments - examine the 13th, 14th, and 15th amendments and consider the role of Radical Republicans in 

Reconstruction, subsequent struggle for voting and increased property rights and the works of Susan B. Anthony. 

 

B. Experience of the “Freemen” 

1. Freedmen’s Bureau - Examine the ways in which freedmen attempted to build independent lives, including the activities 

of the Freedmen’s Bureau, the creation of educational institutions, and political participation 

 

C. Social and economic implications for the New South 

a. Investigate the ways individuals, groups ( carpetbaggers and scalawags), and government institutions limited the rights 

of African Americans, including the use of Black Codes, the passage of Jim Crow laws and disfranchisement, the rise of 

the Ku Klux Klan, restrictions on voting rights, the Supreme Court Cases. 

a. Civil Rights Cases 1883 

b. Plessey vs Ferguson 1896 

D. New South 

1. Identify the factors that led to the reconfiguration of the southern economy, end of plantation farming, sharecropping 

and crop-lien system, and the expansion of manufacturing and industrialization. 

 

E. End of Reconstruction 

1. Examine the impacts of the election of 1876 and the Compromise of 1877. 

 

II. Post War Development and Westward Expansion (1862-1900) (emphasize Themes 1, 2, 3, 5 and 6) 

 

Federal policies regarding westward movement expansion had a positive effect on the national economy, however negative consequences 

on the environment, Native American culture and Chinese immigrants. 
 

A. Federal Policies - Examine the economic effects of the Homestead Act, Morrill Act (1862) and the Pacific Railway Act (1862). 

Native Americans on the Great Plains, including reservation policies, the Dawes Act (1887), and forced acculturation efforts 

(Carlisle Indian School). 

 

B.  Racial and Economic Discrimination-  Analyze relevant provisions of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo as compared with the 

actual treatment of Mexicans and Mexican Americans in the Southwest, including California, from 1848 to 1900, the 

contributions of Chinese to the national economy and reasons for nativist opposition to their continued immigration (Chinese 

Exclusion Act of 1882). 

 

C.  Economic Competition - Analyze economic and geographical impacts that contributed to the changes on the Great Plains by 

ranchers, cowboys, sheepherders, miners, homesteaders and the effects of government land policies. 
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III.  INDUSTRIALIZATION AND URBANIZATION (1870 – 1920):  (Themes 2,3,4,6,7) 

 

The United States was transformed from an agrarian to an increasingly industrial and urbanized society. Although this 

transformation created new economic opportunities, it also created societal problems that were addressed by a variety of 

reform efforts. 

 

A. New technologies and economic models 

1. Examine the technological innovations that facilitated industrialization, considering energy sources, natural resources, 

transportation, and communication. 

2.  Examine the growth of industries under the leadership of businessmen and analyze their business practices and 

organizational structures (vertical and horizontal integration). 

a. Select two of the following 

a. Carnegie 

b. Rockefeller 

c. Vanderbilt 

d. J.P. Morgan 

e. Henry For 

 

B. Challenges and Societal Problems 

1.  Evaluate the effectiveness of state and federal attempts to regulate business by examining the Supreme Court decision in 

Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific R.R. v. Illinois (1886), the Interstate Commerce Act (1887), the Sherman Antitrust Act 

(1890) 

2. Examine demographic trends associated with urbanization and immigration between 1840 and 1920, including push-pull 

factors, and nativism regarding Irish immigration and immigration from southern and eastern Europe.  

3.  Examine the attempts of workers to unionize from 1870 to 1920 in response to industrial working conditions, including 

women and children, and the consideration of actions taken by the unions and the responses to these actions. 

a. Select three of the following 

1. Knights of Labor 

2. American Federation of Labor 

3. American Railway Union 

4. International Ladies Garment Workers Union 

5. International Workers of the World 

4.  Examine the effectiveness and public consensus on labor strikes. 

a.  Select two of the following 

a. Great Railroad Strike of 1877 

b. Homestead Strike 

c. Haymarket Square 

d. Pullman Strike 
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C. Early Urban Social Change 

 

1.  Examine the early and movements of the late   19
th
 century that encompassed business, social and entertainment cultural 

trends including Social Darwinism, the Social Gospel movement and the settlement houses. 

a. Select three of the following 

a. sports 

b. movies 

c. vaudeville 

d. amusement parks 

e. education 

f. department stores 

2. Examine the problems associated rapid urbanization including but not limited to tenement houses, sanitation, and crime 

and machine politics. 

 

IV. Progressivism 1890-1920    (Themes 2,3,4,5,7) 

 

The Progressive Era was marked by significant challenges and societal problems that were addressed by political movements’ reform 

efforts, federal policies and Supreme Court legislation. 
A. Examine the Populism movement to address agrarian discontent and the formation of the Farmers’ Alliance. 

B. Trace social reform efforts by the early 20th century muckrakers/individuals the consequences of those efforts. 

a. Select five of the following 

a. Lincoln Steffens 

b. Jacob Riis 

c. Ida Tarbell 

d. Theodore Dreiser 

e. Frank Norris 

f. Upton Sinclair 

g. Booker T. Washington 

h.  W.E.B. Dubois 

i. NAACP 

j. Niagara Movement 

k. Atlanta Charter 

C. Examine women’s issues related to family, workplace, and educational challenges, and the suffrage movement including 

ratification of the 19
th
 amendment. 

 

D. Examine Progressive Era reforms, such as the 16
th
 and 17

th
 amendments and the Federal Reserve in 1913, and trace the 

temperance and prohibition movements leading to the ratification of the 19
th
 amendment. 
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E. Analyze the success and failures of the Progressive presidents, Theodore Roosevelt, Howard Taft, and Woodrow Wilson. 

 

----Suggested End of First Semester---- 

 

V. The Emergence of America as a World Power 1890- 1920  (Themes 1,4,5) 

  

Numerous factors contributed to the rise of the Unites States as a world power. Debates over the U.S. role in world affairs increased 

in response to overseas expansion and involvement in World War One. U.S. participation in the war had far-reaching effects on 

American society. 

 

A. American imperialism  

1.  Examine factors such as the economic and strategic interests that led the United States to seek foreign markets, 

resources, and coaling stations, including interest in Alaska and Hawaii 

2.  Investigate the causes and effects of the Spanish-American War, evaluating Spanish, Cuban, and United States interests 

and actions.  

3.  Examine debates between anti-imperialists and imperialists surrounding ratification of the Treaty of Paris of 1898 and 

annexation of the Philippines.  

4.  Investigate expanding American influence in the Caribbean and Latin America through the creation of the Panama Canal 

and the Roosevelt Corollary. 

5. Examine the success and failures of “Dollar” Diplomacy and “Moral” Diplomacy. 

 

B. Policy of Neutrality Toward Global Interactions 

1.  Investigate the reasons for President Wilson’s shift from neutrality to involvement in World War.  

2.  Examine Wilson’s goals as expressed in the Fourteen Points, his role at the Versailles Peace Conference, and the 

compromises he was forced to make to gain approval for the League of Nations.  

3.  Examine the reasons why President Wilson was unsuccessful in gaining support for Senate ratification of the Treaty of 

Versailles.    

  

C. The Effects of World War I on the Home Front. 

1.  Investigate the effects of mobilization on the United States economy, including the role and contributions of women and 

African Americans in the war effort.   

2.  Investigate the causes and effects of the Great Migration on American society.  

3.  Examine the Supreme Court decision concerning civil liberties in Schenck v. United States (1919).  

4.  Examine the relationship between postwar recession, fear of radicals, xenophobia, and the Red Scare (1919–1921). 

 

D. Technological and Social Impact of World War I 
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1. Identify and analyze the impact advancements in technology had post WWI. 

a. Select one of the following 

a. radio 

b. automobile 

c. aviation 

 

2. Identify and analyze the impact of the social changes including cause and effect of Modernism. 

a. Select two of the following 

a. Prohibition 

b. Nativism and Quota Act of 1920s 

c. new KKK 

d. Red Scare 

e. Harlem Renaissance 

 

3. Examine post World War I political trends in Republican politics including “Normalcy” and return to isolationism. 

 

 

VI. PROSPERITY AND DEPRESSION (1920 – 1939)                (Themes 1,2,3,4,6,7)  

 

The 1920s and 1930s were a time of cultural and economic changes in the nation. During this period, the nation faced 

significant social, economic and domestic challenges, including the Great Depression. 
  

A. Consumer Economy 

1.  Examine the reasons for economic prosperity during the 1920s, such as increased production, consumer credit, 

advertising, speculation and technology. 

2. Analyze the underlying economic problems, reflected in the stock market crash of 1929. 

3.  Evaluate the overall economic downturn on American households.   

a. Include the following 

a. Hoovervilles 

b. soup kitchens and breadlines 

c. Okies 

d. escapism through movies 

e. hobo culture 

 

4. Evaluate human and environmental causes of the Dust Bowl and its effect.  

 

B. The Great Depression 

1. Analyze Hebert Hoover’s measures to improve the economy. 
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2.  Analyze President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s responses to the Great Depression and increased role of the federal 

government.  

3.  Compare and contrast the responses of Presidents Herbert Hoover and Franklin D. Roosevelt to the Great Depression.  

4.  Evaluate President Roosevelt’s leadership during the Depression, including key legislative initiatives of the New Deal, 

expansion of federal government power, and the constitutional challenge represented by his court-packing effort.   

a. Include the following 

a. First 100 Days 

b. Fireside Chats 

c. Brain Trust 

d. Black Cabinet 

e. Critics: i.e. The Republican party, American Liberty League, Huey Long, Father Charles 

Coughlin 

 

 

VII. WORLD WAR II (1935 – 1945)               (Themes 1,2,3,4,5) 

 

The participation of the United States in World War II was a transformative event for the nation, technology, and its role in 

the world. 

 

A.  The Rise of Dictatorship 

1. Examine the role of Nazism and Germany’s aggression 

2. Examine Italy’s growth of militarism and alliance with Germany 

3. Examine Japan’s Pacific aggression and extreme nationalism 

 

B. America’s policy of neutrality 

1. Examine reasons for the passage of the Neutrality Acts (1935–1937) and consider the national debate as a shift to pro-

Allied policies, including “cash and carry” and Lend-Lease.  

2. Trace ongoing negotiations with Japan and United States efforts to stop Japanese aggression without resorting to war and 

without appeasing Japanese demands.  

 

C. Declaration of War 

1. Examine the impact of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.  

2. Examine President Roosevelt’s leadership during World War II, including his role as commander in chief and his 

diplomatic efforts to maintain the Grand Alliance.  

 

D. Expansion of government power 

1. Examine the reasons for President Roosevelt’s executive order for Japanese removal, the impact of removal on Japanese 

people living in the United States, and the Supreme Court’s decision in Korematsu v. United States (1944).  
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E. The home front during the war 

1. Examine United States mobilization efforts and wartime production and their effects on unemployment rates.  

2. Examine the contributions and discriminations of members of the military and work force.    

a. Select three of the following 

a. Women 

b. Japanese Americans 

c. Double V Campaign/African Americans 

d. Native Americans 

e. Mexican Americans 

 

F. The Holocaust 

1. Investigate American officials' knowledge of the Holocaust, evaluating the degree to which intervention may have been 

possible.  

G. Ending the War 

1. Evaluate the successes of the war time peace time conferences 

2. Examine the contributions of Supreme Court Justice Robert Jackson and his arguments made as Chief Prosecutor for the 

United States at the Nuremberg War Crimes trials.   

3. Investigate the role of Eleanor Roosevelt in creating the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights.   

4. Trace the creation of the National Security Council 

5. Describe the impact f decolonization  

a. Select two of the following 

1. Asia 

2. Africa 

3. Middle East 

4. Latin America 

6. Examine how technological advancements altered the nature of war and the extent of its devastation, including the use of 

air power over civilian targets and President Truman’s decision to use the atomic bomb against the Japanese cities of 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki.   

 

 

 

VIII. COLD WAR (1945 – 1990)               (Themes 1,2,4,5,7) 

 

In the period following World War II, the United States entered into an extended era of international conflict called the Cold 

War which influenced foreign and domestic policy for more than 40 years.  

  

A. Policies 

1.  Explain the ideological differences led to political tensions between the United States and the Soviet Union.  In an 
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attempt to halt the spread of Soviet influence, the United States pursued a policy of containment.   

2.  Trace key decisions made at wartime conferences as they applied to Poland, Eastern Europe, and postwar Germany, and 

note how continuing disagreements over these decisions helped bring about the start of the Cold War.  

3.  Trace United States economic policies. 

a. Select two of the following 

1.   Berlin Airlift 

2. Marshall Plan 

3. Occupation and Reconstruction of Japan 

4. Alliance for Progress 

5. Peace Corps 

4.  Trace United States National Security Operation 

a. Select two of the following 

1. Suez Canal 

2. U2 Incident 

3. Bay of Pigs 

4. Cuban Missile Crisis 

 

5.  Examine domestic concerns about the spread of communism and the rise of McCarthyism.  

a. Select one of the following 

1. Rosenbergs 

2. McCarthyism 

3. Hollywood/Entertainment industry 

B. Hot Spots 

1.   Examine the consequences of Truman’s decision to fight a limited war in defense of South Korea.  

2.  Trace the United States involvement in Vietnam, including President Johnson’s decision to escalate the fighting in 

Vietnam.  

3.  Examine reasons for declining public confidence in government, including America’s involvement in Vietnam, student 

protests, the growing antiwar movement, and the Watergate affair.  

4.  Examine the congressional effort to limit presidential power through the War Powers Act.  

 

C. Arms Race  

1. Trace the acceleration of the nuclear arms race, beginning with from the detonation of an atomic bomb by the Soviet 

Union in 1949, through 1969, including the effects of Sputnik and the Space Race.  

2. Examine the policy of détente and its effect on the nuclear arms race.   

 

D. American strategic interests in the Middle East 

1. Trace the creation of the State of Israel, and the increased United States dependence on Middle Eastern oil. The 

continuing nature of the Arab-Israeli dispute has helped to define the contours of American policy in the Middle East 
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2.  Examine United States foreign policy toward the Middle East, including the recognition of and support for the State of 

Israel, the Camp David Accords, and the interaction with radical groups in the region.  

 

E. The End of the Cold War 

1.  Trace factors that led to the fall of the Berlin Wall and the end of the Cold War, including American policies, Soviet 

economic problems, Soviet efforts at reform, and the loss of Soviet control over Eastern Europe.   

2.  Examine Richard Nixon’s policies in Vietnam and China. 

 

IX. SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CHANGE/DOMESTIC ISSUES (1945 – present)     (Themes 1,2,3,4,7) 

 

Racial, gender, and socioeconomic inequalities were addressed by individuals, groups, and organizations. Varying political 

philosophies prompted debates over the role of the federal government Cold War Policies 

 

A. Economic Expansion 

a. Explain the effects on the economy and government policies in regards to the G.I.s returning to the workforce and the 

G.I. Bill 

b. Explain the creation of the middle class 

a. Select two of the following 

a. consumerism 

b. creation of suburbia 

c. Sunbelt 

d. national highway system 

e. urban blight 

 

B. Emergence of the Modern Civil Rights Movement 

a. Analyze the success and failures of three of the following 

1. Analyze the significance of key events in the movement, including the: 

 Birmingham protest, Montgomery Bus Boycott, federal intervention in Little Rock, Arkansas; and the March on 

Washington. 

2. Examine the roles and impacts of individuals such as:  

Martin Luther King Jr., Stokely Carmichael, Fannie Lou Hamer, and Malcolm X on the civil rights movement and 

perspectives on change. 

3. Examine the role of groups such as: 

The NAACP, Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) and Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee 

(SNCC) in the movement, their goals and strategies and major contributions. 

4. Examine judicial actions and legislative achievements including: 

 Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka (1954), the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Heart of Atlanta Motel, Inc. v United States 

(1964) and the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 
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C. Changes in science, technology, and medicine 

a. Analyze the effects of  two of the following 

1. passenger jets 

2. television 

3. vaccines 

4. the Space Race 

5. computers 

 

D. Social, Political and Environmental Changes   

a. Trace the following efforts in terms of issues/goals, key individuals and groups can society through 

key individuals and groups, and successes/limitations: Thoroughly investigate at least one of the 

efforts. 

 

1. Modern women’s movement (e.g., The Feminine Mystique [1963] 

2. National Organization for Women , Equal Pay Act, Title IX, Roe v. Wade 

3. Native Americans (e.g., American Indian Movement, Russell Means, native identity, and 

land claims 

4. Brown Power (Chicano) movement (e.g., Cesar Chavez, United Farm Workers) 

5. People with disabilities (e.g. Individuals with Disabilities Education Act [1975], Americans 

with Disabilities Act [1990] 

6.  Immigration (e.g., Immigration Act of 1965, Immigration Act of 1986, continuing debates 

over immigration reform)  

7. Environment (e.g., Silent Spring [1962], Clean Air Act of 1970, Clean Water Act of 1972  

b. Varying political philosophies prompted debates over the role of the federal government in regulating 

the economy and providing a social safety net. Thoroughly investigate one of the following. 

 

1. Compare and contrast the economic policies of President Johnson (Great Society) and 

President Reagan (Reaganomics) regarding the size and role of the federal 

government. 

2. Examine the causes of the financial panic of 2008 and the federal government‘s 

response to the Great Recession.   

3. Examine the debates over the role of the government in providing a social safety net, 

including the stability of the Social Security Trust Fund and Medicare Trust Fund, as 

well as changes under the Affordable Care Act.   
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E. THE UNITED STATES IN A GLOBALIZING WORLD 1990 – present  (Themes 1,4,5,7) 

 

The United States’ political and economic status in the world has faced external and internal challenges related to international 

conflicts, economic competition, and globalization. Throughout this time period, the nation has continued to debate and define its role 

in the world. 

 

A. Terrorism our New Enemy 

a.  Domestic Terror Threats 

1. Explain one of the following and its effect on America 

1. Jonestown 

2. Ruby Ridge 

3. Branch Davidians 

4. Oklahoma City Bombing 

b.  Foreign terrorism 

1. State sponsored terrorism 

1. Libya 

2. Iraq 

3. North Korea 

2. Rise of Radical Islam 

1. Iran Hostage Situation 

2. Attacks on U.S. Military/Embassies 

3. Al Qaeda 

4. ISIS/ISIL 

B. America’s Reaction 

 

a. Examine the decision of President George H. W. Bush to oppose Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait 

 

b. Evaluate the positive and negative consequences of the Persian Gulf War.   

 

c. Trace United States foreign policy regarding Bosnia, Rwanda, and Kosovo, exploring the tension 

between defending human rights and the reluctance to intervene stemming from the Vietnam 

syndrome.   

d. Trace the reactions to the September 11, 2001, attacks, including responses of the American    public, 

the authorization of the War on Terror, the invasion of Afghanistan, and the passage of the USA 

PATRIOT Act.  

e.  Examine the decision to invade Iraq, which was based on allegations concerning weapons of mass 

destruction, and trace the course of the war. 

f.  Evaluate the USA PATRIOT Act, including constitutional issues raised about the violation of civil 
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liberties by the federal government’s electronic surveillance programs.   

g. Trace the effects of outsourcing, Free Trade, European Union and effects on US 

h.  Evaluate and assess the current Chinese/US relations 

 

C. Terrorism our New Enemy  

1. Domestic Terror Threats 

a.Choose one of the following 

1) Jonestown 

2) Ruby Ridge 

3) Branch Davidians 

4) Oklahoma City Bombing 

b. Foreign Terrorism 

1. State Sponsored Terrorism 

a. Libya 

b. Iraq 

c. North Korea 

2. Rise of Radical Islam 

a. Iran Hostage Situation 

b. Attacks on US Military/Embassies 

c. Al Qaeda 

d. ISIS/ISIL 

 

Integration 
of 
Learning  
How does this 
learning 
connect to my 
other areas 
(subjects) of 
learning? 

Theology, Language, English Language Arts, Science, Business, Mathematics, Health 
 

Tools for 
Learning 
Which tools 
will I use that 
will assist me 
in my 
learning? 

These are a selection of options that can be used to assist in student instruction: 
Text Book, Internet, Teacher Presentation, Student Presentation, Instructional Media, Films, Research Projects, Supplemental 
Readings, Charts, Maps, Graphs, Photographs, Illustrations, Artifacts, Audio Presentations, Primary Sources 
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 This template must be completed and approved for each course offered in the Archdiocesan Secondary Schools.   


