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Alignment to the
Common Core
All approaches to
alignment share

the common goal of
describing the match
between expectations
and assessments. In
aligning The Iowa
Tests to existing local,
district and state
content standards

an adaption of the
research-based Webb
alignment has been
used. This adaptation
was most recently used
to align the content of
The Towa Tests to the
Common Core State
Standards (CCSS). In a
manner similar to the
content analyses used
to define domains for
the CCSS, The Towa
Tests were “developed
in collaboration

with teachers, school
administrators, and
experts, to provide a
clear and consistent
framework to prepare our
children for college and
the workforce” (Common
Core State Standard
Tnitiative, 2010).

This document
summarizes process
used to complete the
alignment between
the CCSS and The
Towa Tests.

Overview of the Iowa Tests

The Towa Tests are designed to support large-

scale assessment programs by:

- Providing information to support
standards-based instructional decisions

- Reporting individual progress and growth
to students, parents and educators

- Reporting group progress and growth
to educators, administrators and
policymakers

- Providing relative comparisons for
interpretation of assessment results

The test framework for The Iowa Tests is

an extension of these statements of purpose,

expanding the purpose into specific aspects of

cach domain to be measured. The framework

describes the full scope of the test content and

relies on a variety of resources for purposes of

content validity, including :

- State, professional and international
standards

« Curriculum surveys

- NAEP frameworks and test specifications

«  Scholarly research

«  Feedback from educators, students and
parents

«  Assessment data

A comprehensive and iterative process based
on the content of the framework guides the
item design and development, extensive
review processes, tryout and field fest
administrations, and final forms assembly of
The Towa Tests.

Alignment Overview

Comprehensive standards-based education
systems demand a link between content
standards, curriculum, instruction, assessment
and professional development. To be
effective, assessments must be aligned to
the learning goals specified within content
standards. Webb (1997) defines alignment
as “the degree to which expectations and
assessments are in agreement and serve in
conjunction with one another to guide the
system towards students learning what they
are expected to know and do.”

Alignment is a critical component of test
validity: the degree to which evidence supports
interpretations of test scores. By conducting
alignment studies, validity evidence accrues

to support the use of test scores by impartial
audiences. There are several accepted methods
for conducting alignment studies. Some
programs have the advantage of developing
standards and assessments in sequence,
thereby ensuring an alignment between the
two. Other programs invite external content
experts to help determine the degree to which
assessments align with existing standards.

Still other programs use a coding system to
determine alignment by analyzing standards
and assessments independently. In addition,
tools and methodologies have been designed
to emporwer state and district educators

to conduct their own alignment studies.

Many programs use a combination of these
approaches in order make certain that the
appropriate relationship exists between content
standards and the assessments.




