Diocese of Allentown

Explanation of Accommodations, for the Iowa Tests
Please note the following recommendations are taken from the Iowa Test Directions for Administration of the Accommodations in testing section and are to be noted for your test administration needs
In cases where it is documented that student(s) may receive special accommodations in the classroom, (IST, Student Services Plan) and the principal and teacher feel it is necessary, then the student(s) may have accommodation during the testing.  
These scores do not need to be excluded from all group average.
TEST ADMINISTRATOR USE ONLY

Code Column. Mark the types of accommodations that were used with particular students. See pages 6 & 7 in the ITBS, Levels 9–14 Directions for Administration. This field allows multiple entries; therefore, if one or more accommodation was used, all should be coded.

List of Accommodations

A Test Read Aloud:  Students with reading disabilities might need to have portions of tests or some complete tests read to them so that their reading skill does not interfere with measuring their achievement. Reading aloud should be used only when the student’s Service Plan or IST (SIT) has it as a recommendation.  Under no circumstances should the Vocabulary or Reading Comprehension tests be read to a student. To do so would drastically change what the test measures and what the student’s score means. 

B Repeated Directions: directions may be read aloud as many times as is necessary to ensure that students understand what they are supposed to do. Exceptions are the individual item scripts in Word Analysis and Listening at Level 9. 
C. Assistance with the Answer Document: An assistant test administrator or proctor may record the answers of a student in the test booklet if the student is unable to do so because of physical impairments.
D Extended Time: Some students may need to have time limits on some tests extended to reduce the effect of slow work rate on their test performance. 

E. Separate Location: A separate room should be made available for students who might be distracted by the pace at which their peers work, who may need extra breaks, or who might be disruptive in a larger group.
F. Large Print   (See pages 7 in the ITBS, Levels 9–14 Directions for Administration)
G Answer Recorded: An assistant test administrator or proctor may record the answers of a student in the test booklet if the student is unable to do so because of physical impairments. 
H  Transferred Answers: Responses recorded in test booklets or those recorded by technologically assistive devices should be transferred to the student’s answer folder in preparation for scoring.

I  Other: Accommodations noted in a student’s psychological or student service plan but not included in the above list may be used. However, they should only be used if doing so will not alter the nature of the achievement the test is intended to measure.


Make Up Tests – Please use the same standard procedures you used during the scheduled testing period. Please have the students in a quiet room with adequate writing surfaces. The environmental conditions of the room can contribute either to successful testing or to scores that underestimate student achievement. The proctor must use the same procedures as the classroom teacher did when administering to the entire class.

